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Merchant (Oxford, 1890) has presented the conclusions
of his earlier Gilda Mercatoria in a far more complete
form, and, in its second volume (Proofs and Illustrations),
has given us a mass of previously unprinted material.
Meanwhile, abroad, the second volume of Dr. Inama-
Sternegg's Deutsche Wirtschaftsgeschickte (1891) has
brought to our aid many suggestive parallels and con-
trasts; while the writings of Professors Karl Hegel
(Stddte und Gilden der germanischen Volker, 1891) and
Georg von Below (Entstehung der deutsclien Stadtgemeinde,
1889; Ursprung der deutschen Stadtverfassung, 1892),
with the critical and controversial literature to which
they have given rise, have added a new interest to early
town history. For much of this recent literature,
English and German, the student may be referred
provisionally to a series of reviews by the present writer
in the (New York) Political Science Quarterly, and the
(London) Economic Journal since 1890.

It should be added that, in regard to the" two im-
portant subjects of craft organization and the canonist
doctrine, further consideration has led the author to a
somewhat different judgment, and, he believes, a mor^
adequate statement in the second Part.    The accounts,
therefore, given in this first Part of the earlier history
of these matters, while, it is hoped, not incorrect so far ,
as they go, need to be supplemented by the discussion*
of their subsequent history in later chapters.
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